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Overview of the 2024 Farm Bill and how it 
could affect West Texas agriculture



What/who is AFPC?

• Agricultural and Food Policy Center

• Co-directors: Dr. Joe Outlaw and 

Dr. Bart Fischer

• Primary constituency: Agricultural 

committees of the U.S. Congress

• This year marks 40 years of AFPC 
doing work behind the scenes for 

Congress



Setting the Stage



0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

1970/71 1980/81 1990/91 2000/01 2010/11 2020/21 2022/23

P
e
rc
e
n
t

Corn Rice Sorghum Wheat Soybeans Cotton

U.S. Share of World Trade by Major Commodity, 
1970/71 to 2022/23

 

Source: Data was obtained from USDA-FAS, Production, Supply and Distribution PS&D online database (accessed at https://apps.fas.usda.gov/psdonline/app/index.html - /app/advQuery). 

https://apps.fas.usda.gov/psdonline/app/index.html


China Imports of Feed Grains
U.S. Products in Red





AFPC Representative Farms and Ranches



AFPC in D.C.



Where are we in the process?



Chairwoman Stabenow
• May 1st

Ranking Member Boozman
• June 11th

Chairman Thompson
• May 1st

Ranking Member Scott

Conference will
be led by
Thompson

The Four Corners With Three Farm Bills



Farm Policy



Farm Policy:
Title 1 Improvements?



ARC & PLC

Source: https://southernagtoday.org/2024/05/24/battlelines-are-being-drawn-comparing-current-farm-policy-proposals/



ARC & PLC

Source: https://southernagtoday.org/2024/05/24/battlelines-are-being-drawn-comparing-current-farm-policy-proposals/



ARC & PLC

Source: https://southernagtoday.org/2024/05/24/battlelines-are-being-drawn-comparing-current-farm-policy-proposals/



Base Acres

• What about farms that are under-based? House Ag Proposal requires the Secretary to add 

up to an additional 30 million acres for farms where planted acres exceed base acres 
on the farm. [NEW BASE ~ (2019-23 CC Plantings + <=15% NCC Plantings) – Current Base]

• The Senate Majority would allow “Limited opportunity” to update base for “underserved 

producers” only.  



!!!!!

Means Testing, Actively Engaged Rules & 
Payment Limits



Farm Policy:
Crop Insurance



Simple Crop Insurance 
Improvements?

Boozman:  

• Matches HAC-passed SCO improvements.

• ”Increases the affordability of individual-based revenue and yield protection 
policies at the highest levels of coverage by increasing the premium support to 
77% for 80% coverage levels and to 68% for 85% coverage levels.”



Farm Policy:
Comparing the Proposed Bills



Annual Average ARC/PLC Assistance:
Feed Grains | HAC vs SAC Majority
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Annual Average ARC/PLC Assistance:
Wheat | HAC vs SAC Majority
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Annual Average ARC/PLC Assistance:
Cotton | HAC vs SAC Majority
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Annual Average ARC/PLC Assistance:
Rice | HAC vs SAC Majority
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ARC/PLC Assistance Increases:
Summary | HAC vs SAC Majority

“Unfortunately, they passed something 
that takes money off the nutrition title, 

which we never do, and … skewed to the 
South, and the Midwest is not happy,” 

Stabenow said. “If I voted for the House 
Bill, I’d get killed by my commodity groups 
because wheat, corn, beans – everything 
Midwest gets the short end of the stick.”

--Sen. Debbie Stabenow (D-MI)

Map Source: Brad Weddelman, Chief Economist, Combest, Sell & Associates
Quote:  https://www.agriculture.com/stabenow-keeps-sights-set-on-new-farm-bill-
before-retiring-8702821

HAC

SAC Majority



Budget Mess:
How to Pay for Farm Bill Improvements?



Paying for farm bill improvements
A few potential sources…

1. Restrict the Secretary’s discretionary use of the Commodity 
Credit Corporation (CCC)?

2. Bring the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) conservation funding 
inside the farm bill?

3. Limit the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 

Thrifty Food Plan (TFP)?



CBO’s CCC Spending Projections
Spending at the Discretion of the Secretary

Source: https://southernagtoday.org/2023/12/07/forecasting-discretionary-spending-by-the-commodity-credit-corporation-ccc/  



Thrifty Food Plan (TFP):
What’s all the fuss about?

Biden Administration 
Increased SNAP Spending 
by estimated $254 billion 

(2022-31) in 2021.



SNAP vs. Farm Safety Net
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What’s all the fuss about?

CONTEXT: the record SNAP outlay prior 
to 2021 was $85.6 billion in 2020.



Where does that leave us?



Path Forward?



Path Forward? Options…

• New farm bill in the lame duck.  This is possible but a lot of work remains. 

Could a new farm bill be limited to Title 1 and Crop Insurance improvements?

• Ad Hoc. Absent a new farm bill, there will be considerable pressure to include 

ad hoc assistance in a year-end supplemental. Recall that there was no ad hoc 

spending in FY24 for 2023 losses. But, a lot of ERP heartburn…

• Combination. Another option would 

be to fund new farm bill improvements 

AND to include ad hoc as a bridge to 

cover crop year 2024 losses.

• Extension. Still maintain this is 

preferable to doing a farm bill without 

meaningful improvements to the farm 

safety net. But, the need is real…



Southern Ag Today
www.southernagtoday.org

Sign up for 
free today!!!



Questions?

Dr. Natalie Graff
graffn@tamu.edu

979-845-5913
www.afpc.tamu.edu
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